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CARTER et al. 
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Title: STENT 



Group Art Unit: Unknown 
Examiner: Unknown 



November 24, 2003 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Commissioner for Patents 
Post Office Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

Attached is one (1) PTO-1449 sheet listing seventeen (17) U.S. patent references and seven 
(7) foreign references. Some of the foreign references are not written in English. While the 
undersigned does not read or understand any other language other than English, the undersigned 
provides the following statements of relevance based upon (1) abstracts of the references in English, 
or (2) the drawings in the references where English abstracts are not available: 

(1) JP 2003/1 6979 A illustrates a stent that may be extracted relatively simply after 
insertion. The stent has a hollow tube body 2 made of silicone rubber. Plural ribs 5, 
made of the same materials, are provided on the peripheral face of the body 2. 

(2) SU 1641356 illustrates a drain with a plurality of ribs extending outwardly from a 
central portion. The ribs appear to be helically disposed around the drain. 

(3) FR 564,832 illustrates a surgical drain. The surgical drain has a large opening that 
passes through its center. The surface of the drain includes helically-disposed surface 
protrusions. 



«c4) jDE 88138 describes a wound drain that has a plus-shaped cross-section. It appears 
that there is a small hole passing through the longitudinal center of the device. 
Moreover, it also appears that there are a number of semicircular holes passing 
laterally through the four radial extensions. One end of the drain includes a 
protrusion, labeled "d." 

(5) SU 1759431 Al describes a catheter is made in the form of a rod with a through axial 
canal (2) and a conical working end. The outer working surface of the rod (1) is 
made in the transverse section in the form of a hypocycloid (4) with cutting edges (5) 
in its apices, which point along a spiral. When the needle is introduced, the point of 
its working end is directed at an angle to the site of puncture, then the needle is 
supinated and moved forward until transposition of the drain into the cavity of the 
organism. The catheter is fixed in required position. Then the needled is withdrawn. 

(6) SU 171 5364 illustrates a wound drain where, on the outer surface of the pipe (1), 
there are four ribs (3) positioned at even intervals around its circumference. The 
outer side surface (4) of the pipe (1) between the ribs (3) has a concave cylindrical 
form. Side apertures (2) are positioned between the ribs (3). 

(7) DE 7608671 describes what appears to be a tubular draw with a necked-down region 
at one end. 



This IDS is intended to be in full compliance with the rules, but should the Examiner find any 
part of its required content to have been omitted, prompt notice to that effect is earnestly solicited, 
along with additional time under Rule 97(f), to enable Applicant to comply fully. 



€onsidoration of the foregoing and enclosures plus the return of a copy of the enclosed PTO- 
1449 Form, page 1, with the Examiner's initials in the left column per MPEP 609 are earnestly 
solicited along with an early action on the merits. 

Respectfully s ubmitted- 
PJkCSBURY WINTHROP LLP 
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